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An Invitation!

If you are a single woman discerning God’s call to religious 
life, I invite you to become acquainted with our religious 
community, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace. We were 
founded in 1884 to promote Christ’s Gospel of Peace in fam-
ily life, in the church, and in society. We respond to God’s 
people in need and promote social justice as a way to peace.  
Our life of prayer and ministry lived in community sustains 
and challenges us in our mission of peace through justice.

Each month, this vocation newsletter will include information 
about our CSJP community. You can also visit our website, Face-
boook, Twitter, and YouTube accounts to learn more about us.  I 
am excited to journey with you in your discernment process.

Blessings of Peace,
Sister Susan Francois, CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@cjsp.org
 

“We are beginning a new 
order. We want brave, noble, 
large-minded, courageous 
souls.”

~Mother Francis Clare
(Margaret Anna Cusack)

News from our Sisters in initial formation

Our three temporary professed Sisters--Juliana, Katrina, and Sheena--professed their first vows as 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace at our Congregation Chapter in September. We asked each of them to 
update us on their life of community, prayer and ministry.

    Sister Sheena George is living in Jersey City, New Jersey in 
    community with two other CSJP Sisters while she studies theology 
    at Fordham University.

           Whenever time permits, I visit the homeless people 
           who are sheltering themselves under the PATH subway 
           station here in Jersey City. I take sandwiches and homemade 
           soup prepared by the Sisters in our community for them.

Sister Sheena with Sister Agnes, one of her 
local community members in Jersey City

Sandwiches & Soup for the homeless - Sister Sheena

www.csjp.org



News from our Sisters in initial formation (continued)

Sister Katrina Alton lives with two CSJP Sisters in Hamilton, Scotland and 
is enrolled in a counselling skills course at Glasgow University.   On Satur-
day mornings, Sister Katrina accompanies asylum seekers at the “Place of 
Welcome,” hosted by the Glasgow Catholic Worker:

The guests at the Place of Welcome are asylum seekers. Most are from 
Sudan or Eritrea, and all are very keen to improve their English. Some 
have been in the UK for a couple of years, and have been moved from 
place to place by the immigration authorities, eventually settling in Scot-
land. Each week we have new guests arriving, and it is beautiful to see 
the other students taking them under their wings, act as interpreters 
during the class, encouraging them, and welcoming them into the group.

I don’t find it easy to get out of bed on a Saturday morning, especially 
during these cold winter months! But it is made so much easier when I think of my friends at the Place 
of Welcome; and I thank God for all they are teaching me about “Jesus’ way of radical hospitality.”

Place of Welcome for Asylum Seekers - Sister Katrina

Sister Katrina at a Glasgow Cath-
olic Worker prayer vigil at Faslane 
nuclear base

Prayer for Unity - Sister Juliana

Sister Juliana Ngozi is part of the CSJP local 
community at Hanwell, in London, England. 
She ministers at Jesuit Refugee Services as 
a case worker and accompanying persons in 
detention.  Here, Sister Juliana shares an ex-
perience she recently had with her local CSJP 
community during the week for Christian Unity.

Our Hanwell 
community had the 
privilege of hosting 
a week of prayer 
for Christian Unity. 
All different Chris-
tian Churches 
around Hanwell 
gathered together: 
Presbyterians, 

Methodists, Anglicans, Baptists, and Catholic. 
It was a wonderful occasion.

The theme, “The Well is Deep,” comes from 
the churches of Brazil living through a time 
of growing intolerance. They have begun to 
recognize that intolerance should be dealt 
with in a positive way--respecting diversity and 
promoting dialogue as a path of reconciliation 
and peace in fidelity to the Gospel.

Sister Juliana (center) with the CSJP 
Community at Hanwell during the 
prayer for Christian unity

Chapter Calls us to
Radical Hospitality

Sisters and Associates from all three regions 
gather at Chapter every six years to cele-
brate our unity, renew our life and spirit, and 
reflect together on the call of the Gospel. At 
our September 2014 Congregation Chapter, 
We unanimously affirmed this Chapter Call to 
radical hospitality:

Disturbed by the Spirit, we recommit our-
selves to Jesus’ way of radical hospitality.

We are called to a deeper and wider living of 
community for mission in company with poor 
and marginalized people.  Our contempla-
tive discernment pushes us, individually and 
as Congregation, to action; deeper mutual 
support enables us to take risks for justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation.

As disciples of Jesus, we respond anew to 
the call of Mother Clare to be “brave, noble, 
large-minded and courageous souls.”

As always, we call on St. Joseph, our patron, 
as we respond to this Call.

St. Joseph, dreamer and practical one, help 
us live our dreams into reality. Amen.



Learn More about Becoming a Sister of St. Joseph of Peace

Pray for Peace with Us

Every Tuesday, Sisters 
and Associates pray for 
peace using a Peace 
Prayer prepared by Sister 
Carmel Little, CSJP. We 
also make the prayer 
available on our CSJP 
website so that anyone 
can pray for peace with 
us:

    http://www.csjp.org/peace/peaceprayer.html

Peace is God’s gift to us,
given in Christ,
a gift we experience and enjoy now,
though not in its completeness.
We believe that peace points beyond    
   itself in hope
to the fullness of time.
(CSJP Constitutions)

Sister Edie prays with a map 
of the world

We are the Congregation of the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Peace (CSJP)— an
international religious community of
vowed women religious and women and
men Associates. We were founded in
1884 in Nottingham, England, under the
inspiration of the Spirit, by Margaret 
Anna Cusack, known as Mother Clare.

The Formation Program to become a 
Sister is open to:
• single Catholic women (if previously
married, with a Church annulment);
• with college or work experience;
• who are 21 to 45 years of age;
• who are called to intimacy with God
through prayer and life in community;
• who have the health and energy
for community living and ministry;
• and who wish to respond to the
charism of peace through justice
with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace.

Other criteria may be considered.

Visit our website - www.csjp.org - to 
learn more about our community and 
about the steps to becoming a Sister of 
St. Joseph of Peace.

Come and See!

We invite you to come for a 
visit with the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Peace to consider 
a call to religious life.  To 
arrange a visit, or just learn 
more, please contact one of 
our vocation team members.  

Sister Susan Francois, 
CSJP
Congregation Vocation Director
sfrancois@csjp.org - 201.608.5401

Sister Antoinette Moore, CSJP
Eastern USA Contact
moorea@stjohns.edu - 201.220.7208

Sister Jo-Anne Miller, CSJP
Western USA Contact
jmiller@csjp-olp.org - 425.467.5402

Sister Laurette Bergin, CSJP
United Kingdom Contact
laurette1@live.co.uk - 0208.450.8859

Come, risk the sacred journey!

Sisters Susan, Jo-Anne, 
Antoinette & Laurette


